Climate Change & Ocean Impacts

As the climate warms,
sea surface temperatures increase.

Since 1980, the ocean has absorbed 90% of the
extra heat from climate change, which has led to
increased ocean temperatures.

Covering about 70% of the Earth’s surface, the
ocean has a two-way relationship with weather
and climate. Climate change influences many
Change in sea surface temperature {°F) properties of the ocean and the ocean influences
[ weather on local to global scales.
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Warmer sea surface temperatures contribute to
increases in heavy precipitation, hurricane intensity,
and marine heat waves.

Rising warm air drives hurricane formation Short-term spikes in sea surface
temperatures create marine heat waves
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