COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

General Laws

Part 1V, Title I

Chapter 268A CONDUCT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES

Section 6 Financial interest of state employee, relative or associates; disclosure.

Section 6. (a) Except as permitted by this section, any state employee who participates as such
employee in a particular matter in which to his knowledge he, his immediate family or partner, a
business organization in which he is serving as officer, director, trustee, partner or employee, or
any person or organization with whom he is negotiating or has any arrangement concerning
prospective employment, has a financial interest, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$10,000, or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 5 years, or in a jail or house of
correction for not more than 21/2 years, or both.

Any state employee whose duties would otherwise require him to participate in such a particular
matter shall advise the official responsible for appointment to his position and the state ethics
commission of the nature and circumstances of the particular matter and make full disclosure of
such financial interest, and the appointing official shall thereupon either

(1) assign the particular matter to another employee; or
(2) assume responsibility for the particular matter; or

(3) make a written determination that the interest is not so substantial as to be deemed likely to
affect the integrity of the services which the commonwealth may expect from the employee, in
which case it shall not be a violation for the employee to participate in the particular matter.
Copies of such written determination shall be forwarded to the state employee and filed with the
state ethics commission by the person who made the determination. Such copy shall be retained
by the commission for a period of six years.

[There is no subsection (b).]
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Section 6A  Conflict of interest of public official; reporting requirement.

Section 6A. Any public official, as defined by section one of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight
B, who in the discharge of his official duties would be required knowingly to take an action
which would substantially affect such official's financial interests, unless the effect on such an
official is no greater than the effect on the general public, shall file a written description of the
required action and the potential conflict of interest with the state ethics commission established
by said chapter two hundred and sixty-eight B.
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